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Dear Teacher:

Montana's Kids, Critters & Commodities Resource Guide for Teachers
will give you the tools to explore the wonders of Montana's agriculture
with your students. We have developed some fun hands-on lessons and
activities to encourage learning about food and fiber. The lessons will
help you to teach the importance of agriculture to their lives. Many do
not realize the health, economic and social impact of agriculture, or
even understand what agriculture really is.

Definition from Webster's New World Dictionary:

e Agriculture: the science and art of farming; work of cultivating
the soil; producing crops and raising livestock.

e Agri: meaning food, meaning any substance taken into and
assimilated by a plant or animal to keep it alive and enable it to
grow.

e Culture: 1. the cultivation of soil; 2. the raising, improvement or
development of some plant, animal or product.

Agriculture is everywherel It is the wheat that becomes toast for
breakfast, the wool that becomes a sweater to wear and the tree that
becomes paper to write on and boards to build a house. It is the
miracles of lifel Agriculture is the science of the food and fiber
system. This Resource Guide can be used in your classroom in math,
history, geography, science, social studies, art, music, language, and
nutrition. Agriculture is Montana's number one industry. One in five
Montana jobs is agriculture related.

Using agriculture as a tool o integrate and connect learning can
motivate students and provide them a greater understanding of what
agriculture does for them, their family, their school, their community,
and their world.

Margie Thompson
Agriculture in Montana Schools President
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Overview:
This guide contains information and activities o help teachers acquaint students
with Montana agriculture.

Objective:
Students will be exposed to information concerning various aspects of Montana
agriculture.

Keywords:
Many terms used in the lesson may need explanation or definition.

Brief Description:
Each lesson includes background information for the teacher in preparing a class
presentation or discussion.

Lesson:

Complete instructions are listed, including a list of necessary materials,
procedures, activities, and discussion questions. These are detailed as teacher-led
activities to be presented to a group of students.

Student activities can be adjusted as appropriate for the age and grade level.
Some of the lessons can be presented as a demonstration rather than a group
hands-on activity. There are worksheet masters designed for student use, as
homework, quizzes, or individual assignments.

Assessment:

These sections contain information that the students should understand by the
end of the lesson. It also includes any additional materials, activities, and
resources pertaining fo the current lesson.
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MONTANA'S AGRICULTURE

Agriculture is Montana's number one industry. There are many
different types of products grown throughout the state. Montana is
divided into 56 counties with a variety of climates. Each county
generates a variety of products. What does your county produce?

Agriculture is an important part of your life. You eat, wear, or
use some type of agricultural product each day. You cannot live
without agriculture! What have you used or eaten today that comes

from agriculture?



